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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 16 recites, "halting the process..." It is unclear as to what process is being 
referred to. Each step is a process, as well as the entire method. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-2, 7 and 14-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent 6,463,176 to Matsugu et al. (hereinafter "Matsugu"). 

As to claim 1 , Matsugu discloses an image recognition device, comprising: 
an element matching means to match a plurality of input pattern elements 
obtained by dividing an input image into a plurality of regions with the corresponding 
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target pattern elements of a target pattern (column 5, lines 22-30; Fig. 1 A, element A5; 
column 6, lines 50-57, the elements are mapped to a lattice space which is partitioned, 
i.e., divided); and 

a pattern detection means to detect relative positions of said plurality of input 
pattern elements compared with reference arrangement data of said target pattern 
elements in order to recognize whether said input image includes said target pattern 
(column 7, lines 49-54; Fig.1 A). 

As to claim 2, Matsugu discloses an image recognition device, comprising: 

a dictionary generating unit which stores dictionary data for each pattern element 
in a target pattern (column 5, lines 28-30; Fig.1 A, element A4); 

an element matching unit, which compares and matches input image pattern 
data which is provided as input against said dictionary data stored in said dictionary 
generating unit (column 5, lines 27-28; Fig.1 A, element A5); 

an arrangement data generating unit which stores the position data representing 
the arrangement of the target pattern elements (column 7, lines 49-51); and 

a pattern detection unit, which based on the output of said element matching 
unit and said position data from said arrangement data generating unit, determines 
whether said target pattern can be found in said input image pattern data (column 7, 
line 52 to column 8, line 9). 

As to claim 7, Matsugu discloses an image processing device, comprising: 

an element matching means to match a plurality of input pattern elements 
obtained by dividing an input image into a plurality of regions with the corresponding 
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target pattern elements of a target pattern (column 5, lines 22-30; Fig.1 A, element A5; 
the elements are mapped to a lattice space which is partitioned, column 6, lines 50-57); 

a pattern detection means to detect relative positions of said plurality of input 
pattern elements compared with a reference arrangement data of said target pattern 
elements in order to recognize whether said input image includes said target pattern 
(column 7, line 52 to column 8, line 9) ; 
and 

a control means to control output of said input image to an output device when 
said pattern detection means recognizes said input image includes said target pattern 
(column 4, lines 62-63). 

As to claim 14, Matsugu discloses a method of processing an image, said 
method comprising: 

inputting a reference image (column 5, lines 28-29); 

determining target pattern elements for said reference image by dividing said 
reference image into a plurality of regions (column 6, lines 50-57); 

determining arrangement data for said target pattern elements (column 7, lines 
49-50); 

inputting data for an input image (Fig.lB, block S11); 

determining input elements for said input image by dividing said input image 
into said plurality of regions corresponding to said reference image (Fig.lB, blocks S12 
and S13; column 6, lines 50-57); and 
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comparing said target pattern elements and said input elements (Fig.lB, block 

S15). 

As to claim 15, Matsugu discloses the method of claim 14, wherein said 
comparing comprises comparing said target pattern elements and said input elements 
relative position to each other using said arrangement data (column 7, lines 49-54). 

As to claim 16, Matsugu discloses the method of claim 14 further comprising 
halting the process if said target pattern elements include said input elements based on 
said comparing (Fig.lB, "END"). 

4. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. 

Patent 6,370,271 to Fu et al. (hereinafter "Fu"). 

As to claim 1, Fu discloses an image recognition device, comprising: 

an element matching means to match a plurality of input pattern elements 

obtained by dividing an input image into a plurality of regions with the corresponding 

target pattern elements of a target pattern (column 2, line 65 to column 3, line 1; 

column 3, lines 7-11; Figures 1A-1E; Fig.6, elements 603, 604, 605); and 

a pattern detection means to detect relative positions of said plurality of input 

pattern elements compared with reference arrangement data of said target pattern 

elements in order to recognize whether said input image includes said target pattern (). 
As to claim 2, Fu discloses an image recognition device, comprising: 
a dictionary generating unit which stores dictionary data for each pattern element 

in a target pattern (column 4, line 63); 
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an element matching unit, which compares and matches input image pattern 
data which is provided as input against said dictionary data stored in said dictionary 
generating unit (column 2, line 65 to column 3, line 1 ; column 3, lines 7-1 1 ; Figures 1 A- 
1E; Fig.6, elements 603, 604, 605); 

an arrangement data generating unit which stores the position data representing 
the arrangement of the target pattern elements (column 3, lines 4-5); and 

a pattern detection unit, which based on the output of said element matching 
unit and said position data from said arrangement data generating unit, determines 
whether said target pattern can be found in said input image pattern data (column 3, 
lines 4-5; Figures 1A-1E; Fig.6, elements 608, 609). 

Regarding claims 3-6, Fu further discloses that the dictionary generating 
unit, the element matching unit, the arrangement data generating unit, and the pattern 
detection unit comprising software routines (column 5, lines 22-24). 

As to claim 7, Fu discloses an image processing device, comprising: 

an element matching means to match a plurality of input pattern elements 
obtained by dividing an input image into a plurality of regions with the corresponding 
target pattern elements of a target pattern (column 2, line 65 to column 3, line 1; column 
3, lines 7-11; Figures 1A-1E; Fig.6, elements 603, 604, 605); 

a pattern detection means to detect relative positions of said plurality of input 
pattern elements compared with a reference arrangement data of said target pattern 
elements in order to recognize whether said input image includes said target pattern 
(column 3, lines 4-5; Figures 1A-1E; Fig.6, elements 608, 609) ; and 
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a control means to control output of said input image to an output device when 
said pattern detection means recognizes said input image includes said target pattern 
(Figs 1A-1E; note the printer). 

With regard to claim 8, Fu further discloses that the output device comprises a 
printer (Figs. 1A-1E). 

Fu further discloses the scanner, digital camera or floppy disk for inputting the 
input image, as required by claims 9-11 (Figs.1A-1E; column 5, lines4-5 and 11-12). 

With regard to claim 12, Fu further discloses a personal computer to facilitate 
copying of said input image (Fig.lC). 

Claim 13 is drawn to a recording medium containing computer code for 
implementing an image recognition method which corresponds to the device of claim 1 . 
Fu discloses this at column 5, line 4-10. 

As to claim 14, Fu discloses a method of processing an image, said method 
comprising: 

inputting a reference image (column 3, lines 4-12); 

determining target pattern elements for said reference image by dividing said 
reference image into a plurality of regions (column 3, lines 37-41 ); 

determining arrangement data for said target pattern elements (column 3, lines 4- 

15); 

inputting data for an input image (Fig. 6, input to element 601); 
determining input elements for said input image by dividing said input image 
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into said plurality of regions corresponding to said reference image (column 3, lines 9- 
10); and 

comparing said target pattern elements and said input elements (column 3, lines 
12-15). 

As to claim 15, Fu discloses the method of claim 14, wherein said comparing 
comprises comparing said target pattern elements and said input elements relative 
position to each other using said arrangement data (the templates, column 3, lines 40- 
41). - 

As to claim 16, Fu discloses the method of claim 14 further comprising halting the 
process if said target pattern elements include said input elements based on said 
comparing (column 6, lines 48-51). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 

the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 

the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 

were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 

under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
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not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

6. Claims 3-6 and 8-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Matsugu. 

Regarding claims 3-6, Matsugu is silent with regard to the dictionary generating 
unit, the element matching unit, the arrangement data generating unit, and the pattern 
detection unit comprising software routines. However, the Examiner takes Official 
Notice that utilizing software routines to implement functions are well known in the art. 
Given the widespread use of computers and software in the art, and the flexibility 
offered by software implementation, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to utilize software routines to implement the various units in Matsugu's device. 
Further, the fact that Matsugu's device is CPU based (see fig.1 A) would have provided 
further motivation for making the modification. 

With regard to claim 8, Matsugu does not disclose that the output device 
comprises a printer. However, the Examiner takes Official Notice that printers as output 
devices are well known in the art. It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in 
the art to utilize an output device which met his or her needs. This would include any 
known output device such as a printer. 

Matsugu does not disclose the scanner, digital camera or floppy disk for inputting 
the input image, as required by claims 9-1 1 . However, the Examiner takes Official 
Notice that each of these are exceedingly well known for inputting images. It would 
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have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to utilize a device which would meet 
his or her needs for a given application. This would include any of a scanner, digital 
camera or floppy disk. 

With regard to claim 12, Matsugu does not disclose a personal computer to 
facilitate copying of said input image. However, the Examiner takes Official Notice that 
personal computers are well known, and are well known for facilitating copying of 
images. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to utilize a 
computer, given the widespread use of computers in the field. Further since, Matsugu's 
device is a reproduction apparatus, it would also have been obvious to utilize it to copy 
the input image. 

Claim 13 is drawn to a recording medium containing computer code for 
implementing an image recognition method which corresponds to the device of claim 1 . 
While Matsugu does not disclose use of a computer, and therefore does not disclose 
the claimed recording medium, the Examiner takes Official Notice that utilizing 
computers and associated recording media containing computer code for implementing 
methods is well known in the art. Given the widespread use of computers and software 
in the art, and the flexibility offered by software implementation, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to utilize them to implement Matsugu's device. 

7. Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fu. 

As to claim 18, Fu does not disclose reducing the resolution of a reproduction of 
said input image if said target pattern elements include said input elements based on 
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said comparing. The Examiner takes Official Notice that reducing the resolution of a 
reproduction is well known in the art. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to implement this technique in Fu because it would allow a person to easily 
distinguish a reproduction from an original. 

8. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
combination of Fu and U.S. Patent 5,583,614 to Hasuo et al. (hereinafter "Hasuo"). 

As to claim 17, Fu does not disclose changing the color of a reproduction of said 
input image if said target pattern elements include said input elements based on said 
comparing. However, Hasuo teaches outputting an image in a different color if it is 
determined that an input image is money (i.e., should not be copied) based on a 
comparison (Fig. 6). It would have been obvious to employ Hasuo's technique in Fu's 
method because this would allow a person to easily see that a printed document is a 
copy, and not an original. This would be important for documents which should not be 
copied exactly, such as money, for example. 

9. Claims 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
combination of Fu and U.S. Patent 5,257,1 19 to Funada et al. (hereinafter "Funada"). 

As to claim 19, Fu does not disclose superimposing an alphanumeric character 
on top of a reproduction of said input image if said target pattern elements include said 
input elements based on said comparing. However, Funada teaches superimposing 
alphanumeric characters on top of a reproduction of an input image when it is 
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determined that the input image is confidential based on the presence of certain 
information in the image (e.g., Fig. 10; column 8, line 46 to column 9, line 11). It would 
have been obvious to employ Funada's technique in Fu's method because this would 
allow a person to easily see that a printed document is a copy, and not an original. This 
would be important for documents which should not be copied, such as confidential 
documents, for example. 



References Cited 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent 4,131,879 to Ehrat discloses a method and apparatus for 
determining the relative positions of corresponding points or zones of a sample and an 
original. 

U.S. Patent 4,955,062 to Terui discloses a pattern detecting method that divides 
an image of the pattern into plural potions and detects the center of the image of the 
pattern in each portion, and determines the position of the center of the image of the 
pattern on the basis of the data obtained by the detection made with regard to each 
portion. 

U.S. Patent 5,987,173 to Kohno et al. discloses a interactive drawing recognition 
processing method and apparatus which extracts feature for each constituent element 
of a symbol and the relative positional relationship of each constituent element. 
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U.S. Patent 5,640,253 to Uchica et al. teaches outputting an image in a different 

color. 
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supervisor, Amelia Au can be reached on (703)308-6604. The fax phone numbers for 
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regular communications and (703)872-9314 for After Final communications. 
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